
 

 

A Chronology  

Of  

R. D. Wood &  Company  
 

 

By Paul M. McConnell  

Worthington, Ohio  

March 2017 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Available from www.cincinnatitriplesteam.org/steam_publications.htm              Page 1 of 44  

The entries in this Chronology were derived from data assembled in January,  2017, by 

Paul M. McConnell, a native son of Millville, New Jersey.  The information was found 

in numerous books, catalogs, genealogical records, periodicals and other documents, 

many of which are available online at Google Books.  Whenever possible, documents 

from multiple sources were cross-checked to resolve conflicts.  One significant conflict 

ÐÚɯÉÌÛÞÌÌÕɯÛÏÌɯÎÌÕÌÙÈÛÐÖÕÚɯÖÍɯ1ÐÊÏÈÙËɯ6ÖÖËÚɯÎÐÝÌÕɯÐÕɯ2ÏÖÜÙËɀÚɯHistory and Genealogy of 

Fenwick's Colony, New Jersey, (George F. Nixon, Publisher, Bridgeton, N. J., 1876) and 

ÛÏÖÚÌɯÎÐÝÌÕɯÐÕɯ2ÖÞÌÙɀÚɯThe Association of Centenary Firms and Corporations of the United 

States, ƕƝƕƚɯȹ2ÖÞÌÙɯǻɯ2ÏÖÜÙËɀÚɯǶɯƕȺȭɯɯ2ÖÞÌÙɀÚɯÎÌÕÌÙÈÛÐÖÕÚɯÈÙÌɯÜÚÌËɯÏÌÙÌȭ 

 

 
** See note 
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A Chronology of R. D. Wood &  Company  

 

16?? ɬ Richard Wood of Bristol, England, married  Ruth Brock 

 

1671 ɬ James Wood, son of Richard and Ruth Wood, b. 15 December, 1671, at Bristol 

 

16?? ɬ James Wood married  Jane ? (b. 24 September, 1671, at London) 

 

1682 ɬ Richard Wood, his son James and Jane Wood arrived at Philade lphia  

 

1685 ɬ Richard Wood of Bristol died 

 

1694 ɬ Richard Wood (2nd), son of James and Jane Wood, born 30 November, 1694, at  

            Philadelphia, d.  1759 

1705 ɬ The Cape 1ÖÈËȮɯÈÓÚÖɯÊÈÓÓÌËɯÛÏÌɯ*ÐÕÎɀs Road, was laid out from Salem to Cape  

            May, New Jersey, following old Indian trails  

 

1715 ɬ Richard Wood (2nd) married  Priscilla Bacon (b. 6 November, 1699) 

 

1727 ɬ Richard Wood (3rd), son of Richard (2nd) and Priscilla Bacon Wood, born 

            18 January, 1727, d. 1807 

            

1754 ɬ Richard Wood (3rd) married  Hannah Davis (b. 1728) 

 

1755 ɬ Richard Wood (4th), son of Richard (3rd) and Hannah Davis Wood, born at 

            Greenwich, Cumberland County, New Jersey, 2 July, 1755, d. 1822 

 

1776 ɬ Henry Drinker acquired land totaling 21,723 ¼ acres in Cumberland County,  

            New Jersey, on the main branch of the Maurice River, near the Cape Road, which  

            included the site of a dam and the Union Mill, from which lumber was floated  

            down the river to ships for transport to market  

 

1780 ɬ Richard Wood (4th), who became a successful Greenwich farmer, cooper, owner  

            of a general store, and an elected member of the Assembly of the State of New  

            Jersey, married  first wife Ann Cooper  

 

1781 ɬ David Cooper Wood , son of Richard Wood (4th) and Ann  Cooper Wood, born, 

            d. 8 October, 1859 
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1793 ɬ Richard Wood (4th) married  second wife Elizabeth Bacon (b. 1776 - d. 1826) on 

            6 November, 1793 

1795 ɬ Captain Joseph Buck (a veteran of the Revolution), Eli Elmer, and Robert Smith  

            bought the Union Estates property and Buck laid out plans for a city to be called  

            Millville, which was to contain mills  and manufactories deriving power from  

            damming the Maurice River  

 

1797 ɬ George Bacon Wood, son of Richard Wood (4th) and Elizabeth Bacon Wood, born  

            on 12 March, 1797, at Greenwich, lived to become a respected physician 

 

1799 ɬ Richard Davis Wood (5th), son of Richard Wood (4th) and Elizabeth Bacon Wood,  

            born on 29 March, 1799, at Greenwich, lived to become a very successful business  

            man and the driving force behind R. D.  Wood & Company and other enterprises,  

            d. 1 April , 1869 
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1803 ɬ David C. Wood, with James Lee and Edward Smith, purchased 12,000 acres at  

            Millville,  including Union Mills, and created a canal 2 miles long to extend the  

            water power from those mills  south to the head of navigation on the Maurice   

            River, where they established a furnace for smelting  bog iron ore by burning  

            timber  from their  tract, and set up a foundry  to make stoves and lamp posts 

 

1814 ɬ David C. Wood buil t a larger furnace and iron f oundry at Millville,  a place which  

            offered raw materials, fuel, water power and navigable tide water, making it a  

            uniquely desirable location, and produced iron lamp posts for the streets of the  

            City of Philadelphia and iron fences for the publ ic squares, and cast iron water  

            pipe for the Philadelphia city water works  and other growing metropolitan areas  

 

1820 ɬ Richard D. Wood, 21 years old , opened a store at Salem, New Jersey, and within  
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            two years his talents as a business man took him to Philadelphia, where he  

            involved himself in the dry -goods trade, then later served with an insurance  

            company, railroads, the Schuylkill Navigation Company and banking concerns  

 

1826 ɬ Richard D. 6ÖÖËɀÚɯÔÖÛÏÌÙɯ$ÓÐáÈÉÌÛÏ died, and Richard and his brother George  

            declined their inheritance from their parents, leaving it to be divided among their  

            younger siblings and older half -brother David C. Wood   

 

1832 ɬ Richard D. Wood married  Julianna Randolph (b. 1810 - d. 15 March 1884?5) on  

            16 October, 1810 (their children were Richard, Mary,  Edward , Caroline,  

            Randolph, George B., Julia, Walter, and Stuart) 

 

1834 ɬ A modernized furnace  for making cast iron pipe was built at Millville  

 

1838 ɬ Caroline, daughter of Richard D. and Julianna Wood, born 23 May, at  

            Philadelphia  

 

1844 ɬ Richard D. Wood began assisting his older step-brother David , who was  

            experiencing difficulties  managing the iron f urnace at Millville  

 

1850 ɬ A fter several years of overseeing David 's struggling foundry, Richard purchased   

           the Millville iron works  at a sheriff's sale, along with an accompanying 20,000 

           acres of land, and subsequently renamed the business R. D. Wood & Company 

 

1851 ɬ Richard D. Wood began enlarging the Maurice River canal to meet the increasing  

           demand for water power at Millville   

           

1852-1854 ɬ The increase in water power at Millville enabl ed R. D. Wood & Company  

            to grow , resulting in construction of a cotton mill, a  sawmill and a gristmill  

1854 ɬ Richard D. Wood sent the first paid telegram from Millville, New Jersey  

 

1856 ɬ R. D. Wood & Company opened at Millville  a foundry f or casting pipe vertically  

 

1857 ɬ Richard D. Woodɀs 19 year old daughter Caroline died after falling  from a horse 

 

1859 ɬ David C. Wood died on 8 October 

 

1859 ɬ  A list of New Jersey charcoal furnaces in The Iron Manufacturer's Guide, (J. P.  

            Lesley, John Wiley, New York, 1859, page 62) states: 

 

"Hot -blast Charcoal Furnace, owned by R. D. Wood, and leased by R. D. Wood & Co is 

situated on Maurice river in Cumberland county New Jersey, in the town of Millville, 
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and ten miles east of Bridgeton; was built about 1815 and rebuilt in 1853, 9 feet across 

the bosh by 32 feet high; was regularly in blast until the fall of 1850 and has done little 

since 1854, when in twenty-one weeks 550 tons of foundry metal were made, out of bog 

ore found in the Tertia ry deposits of the Atlantic seaboard, mixed with others from the 

State of Delaware near Milton and elsewhere."  

"All these were Charcoal furnaces making mostly foundry metal out of the superficial 

deposits of bog ore and using the timber of the Jersey Pines. The Anthracite foundry 

iron manufacture has destroyed this branch of the Charcoal manufacture, but many of 

the large foundries attached to these furnaces continue to be used and have been 

increased in size."  

 

1860 ɬ Negotiations between Richard D. Wood , the State of New Jersey and the West  

            Jersey Railroad resulted in the addition of a railway line from Camden (and  

            therefore, Philadelphia) to Millville  by 1860 and on to Cape May by 1863, which  

            led to a surge in economic growth for Millville  

 

1864 ɬ Two new industries were built: The Menantico Bleach and Dye Works, a textile  

            finishing plant , and a window glass works that took advantage of the abundant,  

            high-quality glass sands found  at Millville  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1865 ɬ The 6ÖÖËÚɀɯÛÌßÛÐÓÌɯÐÕËÜÚÛÙàɯÞÈÚɯÐÕÊÖÙ×ÖÙÈÛÌËɯÈÚɯÛÏÌɯMillville Manufacturing   

            Company in the State of New  Jersey 
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867 ɬ R. D. Wood & Company expanded its foundry operations by acquiring and  

            enlarging the Florence Iron Works at Florence, New Jersey, and grew its textile  

            business by incorporating the Mays Landing Water Power Company  and  

            building a second cotton mill on the Great Egg Harbor River at Mays Landing ,  

            New Jersey 

 

1868 ɬ R. D. Wood & Company  completed construction of the ½-mile wide Maurice  

            River dam and the formation of  what is now Union Lake,  the largest manmade  

            lake in New  Jersey (the original sandstone spillway , 500 feet wide,  was replaced       

            with a modern  concrete structure in the 1970s) 
 

 
1869 ɬ Richard D. Wood died,  at age 70, on 1 April, 1869, leaving the business in the  

            hands of his six sons (Richard, Edward,  Randolph, George, Walter, and Stuart)  
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1876 ɬ The Catalog of the Centennial Exposition held at Philadelphia lists these items on  

            display there from the Millville Manufacturing Company: Bleached shirtings,  

            cambrics, silesias, printed l inings, umbrella cloths, velums, w indow hollands,  

            tillottings, etc.  

 

1883 ɬ R. D. Wood & Company bought the Camden, N.J., foundries of J. W. Starr &  

            Sons, and the Florence and Camden foundries were enlarged 

 

1891 ɬ The following review of R. D. Wood & Co Ô×ÈÕàɀÚɯ×ÙÖÎÙÌÚÚɯÈ××ÌÈÙÌËɯon p. 169  

            of Philadelphia and Popular Philadelphians, published by The North American:  

 

Ɂ3ÏÌɯÏÐÚÛÖÙàɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÙÐÚÌɯÈÕËɯ×ÙÖÎÙÌÚÚɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÐÙÖÕɯÛÙÈËÌɯÐÕɯÛÏÐÚɯÊÖÜÕÛÙàɯÐÚɯÚÖɯÊÓÖÚÌÓàɯ

associated with the interests of this extensive manufacturing plant that any reference to 

the iron trade must needs make mention of Messrs. R. D. Wood & Co.  The inception 

was at Millville, N. J., in 1803, when David C. Wood first started his charcoal iron 

furnace, making a fine grade of pig iron.  After some success here the business became 

unprofitable, and he devoted his energies to the manufacture of iron pipe.  This plant 

has been in active operation almost continuously since that time. In 1847 the capacity 

was greatly enlarged, and Mr. R. D. Wood became a member of the firm, under the style 

of R. D. Wood & Co.  They manufacture all kinds of iron castings, stoves, pipe, lamp 
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posts, railings, and in fact everything in this line, much of the iron work in the older 

portions of the city being the product of this house.   In 1867 the capacity was again 

increased through the purchase of a foundry at Florence, N. J., which was the 

outgrowth of the charcoal furnace operated by Mr. Richard Jones at Hanover, N. Y.  In 

1867 Mr. Richard D. Wood died, and he was succeeded by his sons, Messrs. Richard, 

George, Walter and Stuart Wood.  Since that time it has been entirely under their  

management, and the success has been largely due to their careful and conservative 

business methods.  In 1883 the plant was again increased by the purchase of the works 

formerly operated by Jesse W. Starr, at Camden, N. J.  These latter are one of the largest 

of the kind in the country, and are in every way fitted with the newest and best 

machinery.  Their manufactories are now located at three different places, Camden, 

Florence and Millville.  

 

During the past quarter of a century the business has largely increased, and has indeed 

built up a national reputation, and every effort is made to keep the product fully equal, 

both in quality and quantity, to the demands of this progressive country.  Their patent 

fire -plug is now in use in more than two hundred citi es in the United States.  It is a most 

important invention, and is of great help to firemen in extinguishing fires.  Notable 

among their productions is their patent "gas holder," built for any required capacity, 

which they have supplied to gas companies in  nearly every large city.  The features of 

the holder are that it stands unrivalled for security, durability and economy.  Another 

department of manufacturing to which much attention has been paid is the erection of 

water works for the supply of cities.  I n the Fairmount Water Works of this city they 

have placed seven turbines, three of which are the largest in existence.  In addition to 

the lines already mentioned, the manufacture of iron pipe is carried on to a large extent. 

At the present time, they have on hand a large contract to supply all the pipe necessary 

in the city of Seattle, Wash.  Their trade has no boundary limits, extending all over the 

country, besides a large export business to Central and South America, Mexico and 

"ÈÕÈËÈȭɂ 

 

1892 ɬ George Wood purchased a farm at Wawa, Delaware County,  Pennsylvania  

            (Wawa being the Lenni-Lenape word for big goose or land of big geese) 

 

1894 ɬ A review of water power published by  the State Geologist of New Jersey  

            includ ed the following information :  

 

ɁWater-power ɬ The plant of the Millville Manufacturing Company is one of the finest 

water-power plants of the State.  A pond 926 acres in extent is formed by a dam of earth 

about 12 feet wide on top and with slopes of about  one and one-half to one, with a 

masonry overfall and timber apron. The water is raised by this dam 26 feet, and the 

length of the structure is 2,200 feet. This is the largest entirely artificial body of water in 

the State.  A draught of 4 feet upon this pond will afford 0.32 inch storage on the water -
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shed, and in consequence the power is an exceptionally good and steady one.  By Table 

No. 61, we estimate the power available for 9 months to be 21.8 horse-power per foot 

fall day and night.  The minimum power  would be 6.55 horse-power per foot fall, and 

the entire flow can be concentrated into working hours, or 60 hours per week.  With the 

above pondage, however, the power can be maintained at 13.1 horsepower per foot fall, 

or 26.2 horsepower for 12 hours daily for every day of the ordinary dry year.  The fall is 

about 22 to 24 feet.  In the Census Report of 1880, it was stated that 690 gross horse-

power was in use and said to be available for 10 or 11 months of the year. In Appendix 

I. will be found the amount  of power at present in use. Supplementary steam-power, 

amounting to about 300 horse power, is in use in the cotton factory and bleachery. 

There is no doubt that to this water -power is to be attributed at least a part of the great 

prosperity of Millville d uring recent years. 

 

Maurice River , Millville, Cumberland County  

Millville Manufacturing Co.  

(One Dam, One Raceway supplies all of these wheels - 22 foot fall) 

 

       NET, GROSS H.P. 

Water Works        40     60 

Flouring                40     60 

Blacking Mill         50     70 

Foundry                60     85 

Bleachery            100   145  

Cotton Factory   400   575ɂ 
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*** See note 

 

1894, 1896, 1912 ɬ several Wood Company restructurings took place 
 

1900 ɬ Operations were suspended at the Millville foundry  
 

Ɂ(ÛɯÞÈÚɯÐÕ Millville that R . D. Wood succeeded his brother David in pipe founding and 

by interests acquired in Florence and Camden made the present well known 

Philadelphia firm of R . D. 6ÖÖËɯȫɯ"ÖɯÛÏÌɯÓÈÙÎÌÚÛɯÔÈÕÜÍÈÊÛÜÙÌÙÚɯÐÕɯÛÏÐÚɯ×ÙÖËÜÊÛȭɂ 

 

1906 ɬ Florence foundry expanded 

 

1910 ɬ Richard Wood died  

 

1911 ɬ George Wood retired. 

 

1914 ɬ Stuart Wood died 9 March  

 

1915 ɬ Walter Wood took charge as sole owner  
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1915 ɬ R. D. Wood & Company  ÍÖÜÕËÙÐÌÚɯ×ÙÖËÜÊÌËɯƘƜɂɯÊÈÚÛɯÐÙÖÕɯÞÈÛÌÙɯÔÈÐÕÚɯÛo carry  

            water from the mainland across 22,000 feet of salt marsh to Atlantic City 
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